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p. 14 
 
* CHINESE PRONUNCIATION * 
 
Chinese is a tone language. There are four tones:  
ā (first), á (second), ǎ (third), à (fourth). 
 
ā – flat, neither rising nor falling 
á – rising, just like at the end of a question ǎ – down and up; imagine a rubber ball falling on the floor and bouncing back up 
à – falling, like in the words 'cut', 'put', 'hot' 
 
Latin transcription of Chinese characters is called pinyin, and is based on the English 
language. Here are the most notable differences between pinyin and English 
pronunciation. 
 
x is pronounced as a very soft 'sh' 
q is pronounced like the 'c' in 'ciao', but somewhat softer 
j is much softer than the English 'j', as in 'wouldyou' 
e is the schwa sound, ə 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

p. 3 
* GETTING AROUND * 

travel                                              lǚ xíng 
hitchhiking                                          dā  bian  chē 
train                                              huǒ chē 
bus                                   gōn  òng qìchē 
car                                               qì chē 
taxi                                           chū zū chē 
airplane                                               fēi jī 
on foot                                               bù x n  
metro                                               dì tiě 
station                                                  zhàn 
bus station                                           qì chē zhàn 
train station                                               huǒ chē zhàn 
airport                                        fēi jī chǎng; jī chǎng 
ticket                                                     piào 
the cheapest ticket                                 zuì piányì de piào 
road                                                     lù 
road to...  wàng…de lù 
highway                                       gāo sù gōng lù 
crossroads                                       shí zi lù kǒu 
pay toll                             shōu fèi zhàn 
gas station                                         jiā yóu zhàn 
interchange                                                      lì jiāo qiáo 
leave    /                                        qù /lí kāi  
arrive                                                       dào 
wait!                                             děng yī děng                  
stop!  tíng 
map                                                      dì tú
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* BASICS  * 

hello  /                               nǐ hǎo/ nín hao  
bye                                       zài jiàn 
good morning  zǎo shàng hǎo 
good afternoon  /                               nǐ hǎo/ nín hǎo 
good evening  wǎn shàng hǎo 
good night  wǎn ān 
yes/no  shì; duì/ bú shì; bú duì 
thank you                                       xiè xiè 
you’re welcome                                   bù keqi 
please...  …                                         qīng.. 
there is                                             yǒu 
there isn’t                                     méi yǒu 
is there...?   . ?                         … yǒu ma? 
I want  wǒ yào 
I don’t want  wǒ bù yào 
excuse me                                 dǎ rào yí xià’r 
sorry                                  duì bù q  
no problem                           méi wèn tí 
o.k., deal  , hǎo, xíng 
I need...  wǒ xūyào/ wǒ yào … 
have a nice trip!                             zhù nǐ yī lù shun fēng 
 

* MONEY   qián * 
money                                                   qián 
for free                                                mi n f i 
cheap                                                pián yì 
expensive                                                     guì 
cheaper                                            gēn pián yì 
the cheapest                                        zuì pián yì 
how much is it?   ?                                       duō shǎo qián? 
exchange office                                            duì huàn chù  
bank                                                 yín háng 
cash machine  ATM                      atm jī; qǔ kuǎn jī 
discount                                                 zhé kòu 
change                                             líng qián 
I have no money                                         wǒ méi yǒu qián 
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The Travel Club 
www.thetravelclub.org 
 
 
 
The content and organization of this travel dictionary are based on the personal 
experience of the members of the Travel Club, and are defined by the practical needs 
of independent travelers and hitchhikers. 
 
 
 
The dictionary is free of charge and is intended for everyone who might find it useful. 
Versions for other languages can be downloaded from our website. 
 
 
 
If you have any suggestions for the improvement of this dictionary, you are welcome 
to send them to us using the contact form on the website. 
 
 
 
Chinese dictionary was made by: 
Ivana Mandić 
Carrie Chen 
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* ACCOMMODATION  *   

to sleep                                  shuì jiào 
where can I sleep?  ?              wǒ zài nǎr shuì jiào? 
bed                                          chuáng 
room  /                        fáng jiān/ wò shì 
hotel                                     jiǔ diàn 
hostel              zhāo dài suǒ/  qīng niǎn lǚ guǎng 
private accomodation                            sī rén zhù sù 

the cheapest room                   zuì pián yì de fáng jiān 
no bathroom  /                 měi yǒu yù shì/ cè suǒ 
tent                                    zhàng peng 
sleeping bag                                    shuì dài 
blanket                                    tǎn zi 
backyard                                    hòu yuàn 
on the floor                           shuì zài dì shàng 
   

* SPACE   kōngjiān * 
where?    /                zài nǎ li / zài nǎr 
where to?                                   qù nǎli 
here                                       zhè li 
there                                       nà li 
near                                           jìn 
far                                           yuǎn 
next to                                       pá  ng biān 
in front of                                       qián miàn  
behind                                       hòu miàn 
left                                       zuǒ biān 
right                                       yòu bian 
straight                                    (yi) zhí zǐ u 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

p. 13 
 
printing instructions 
 
You'll need 2 sheets of paper. Four pages of the dictionary will fit on one sheet. Print 
double-sided. Then cut each page into 2 sheets, and fold in the middle. In the end, 
staple together. 
 
When putting together into a booklet, use page numbers to guide you. 
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* TIME *  

when?                                       shén me shí hou 

now                                                xiàn zài 

before                                                y  qi n 

after                                                y  hòu 

yesterday                                                zuó tiān 

today                                                jīn tiān 

tomorrow                                                míng tiān 

early                                                     zǎo 

late                                                     wǎn 

day                                                      tiān 

night                                                  hēi yè 

morning                                                  z o shang 

evening                                                  w n  shang   

hour                                                  xi o sh  

minute                                                  fēn zhōng 

week   /                                      xīng qī / l  b i 

month                                                       yuè 

year                                                       nián 

first                                                  dì yī 

next                                              xià yi ge 

last  zuì hòu yi ge / zuì hòu de 

when does it leave?    ?                          shén me sh  hou chūfā 

when does it arrive?  ?                          shén me sh  hou dào 

how long?    ?                                   duō cháng shí jiān 

what time is it?  ( xiàn zài) jī diǎn le?  
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* NUMBERS * 

0                                          líng 
1/2                yí bàn 
1                                          yī 
2    /                                 èr/ liǎng 
3                                          sān 
4                                       sì 
5                                          wǔ 
6                                          liù 
7                                          qī 
8                                          bā 
9                                          jiǔ 
10                                          shí 
20                                     èr shí 
50                                     wǔ shí 
100   /                              bǎi / yī bǎi 
200                                      liǎng bǎi 
500                                     wǔ bǎi 
1,000                                     yī qiān 
1,000,000  yī bǎi wàn 
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* HEALTH/HYGIENE * 

ill                                                yǒu bìng 

pain                                                    tòng 

doctor                                                yī shēng 

pharmacy                                   yào diàn / yào fáng 

medicine                                                    yào 

dentist                                                yá yī 

painkiller                                            zhǐ tong yào 

diarrhoea                                            lā dù zi 

constipation                                                biàn mì 

fever                                                fā shāo 

inflammation                                                fā yán 

allergy                                                guò mǐn 

antibiotic                                            kàng shēng sù 

sanitary pads                                            wèi shēng jīn 

condom                                            ān quán tào 

toilet paper                                            wèi shēng zhǐ 

soap                                                féi zào 

shampoo                              xǐ fā shui 

tissues                                                zhǐ jīn 

toilet  cè suǒ 

   
* PAPERWORK * 

passport                                         hù zhào 

visa                                         qiān zhèng 

stamp                                 zhāng 

ticket                                             piào 
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* CONVERSATION * 

I/you/he/she    /  / ,                        wǒ  / nǐ/  tā, tā 

name                                       míng zi 

what’s your name?  ?                   nǐ jiào shén me míng zi? 

my name is...                                        wǒ jiào…. 

nice to meet you  !                         hěn gāo xìng rèn shí nǐ! 

where are you from?  / nǐ shi nǎli rén? / nǐ shi nǎli de? 

how are you?  ? / ?               nǐ hǎo ma? / zěn me yàng 

fine                                         hěn hǎo 

work, job                                        gōng zuò 

student                                             xué shēng 

school  xué xiào 

traveller                               lǚ kè 

husband/wife/child   / /                   zhàng fu/ qīzi/ hái zi 

brother/sister   /                               xiōng dì/jiě mèi 

friend                                        péng you 

country                                            guó jiā 

cheers                                            gān bēi 

I like                                        wǒ xǐhuān 

I don’t like                                    wǒ bù xǐ  huān 
what?                                             shén me? 

this/that   /                             zhè ge/nà ge 

why?  ?                              wèi shén me 

I understand                                          wǒ dǒng 

I don’t understand                                          wǒ bù dǒng 

I know                                          wǒ zhī dào 

I don’t know                                      wǒ bù zhī dào 

and/or/but/if    / hé/huó,hái shi/ dàn shì, rúguǒ 

help!   !                                               jiù mìng! 

can I take a photo?     ?                   wǒ néng zhào yī  zhāng ma? 

bon appetit  mānmān chī/ chī fàn  
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The Great Wall -   chángchéng 

The Forbidden City - gùgōng 

Mao Tse Dong -   

Chinese Communist Party - gòngchǎndǎng 

Second World War -   èrzhāng,   

Tibet -  xīzāng 

Lao Zi - Lǎozi  

Confucius -  Kǒngzi 

Emperor - huángdì 

Empress - 1.(as a wife) huánghòu   

                 2.(as a ruler) nǚ huáng dì 

Dynasty - cháodài 
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* PLACE * 

town                                                          zhèn 

village                                                 cūn zhuāng 

house                                                      fáng zi 

center   /                                      zhōng xīn/ shì zhōn gxīn (town centre) 

street                                                      jiē dào 

square                                            guǎng chǎng 
entrance   /                                         jìn kǒu / rù kǒu 

exit                                                       chǎ  kǒu 

border                                          biǒn jiè; biǒn jìng 

bridge                                                 qiáo 

beach   /                                   hǚi tǒn/  tǒn; shǒ tǒn 

river                                                            hé 

sea                                                       hǚi 

mountain                                                            shǒn 

hill                                                        xiǚo shǒnūūūūūūū          

desert                                                        shǒ mò 

church                                                        jiào táng 

mosque                                               qān  zhōn sì 

temple   /                                                sì / sì miào 

fortress                                                        bǚo lī i 

castle                                                        chéngbǚo 
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* DESCRIPTION * 

good/bad   /    ,                        h o /  huài, bù h o 
nice/ugly  /                                 mī i /chǒu 
small                                         xi o 
big                                             dà  
simple                                         ji n d n 
complicated   /                      fù zá / b  ji n d n 
near                                              jìn 
far                                              yuǚn 
open  ,                                  d k i, k i 
closed                                          guǒn bì 
possible                                      kī  néng de 
impossible                                  b  kī ūnéng de 
allowed                                           zhēn 
forbidden                                           b  zhēn 
cold                                               lī ng 
warm                                           wōn 
hot                                                rè 
mine                                           wǒ de 
yours                                           nǐ de 
his/hers    ,                              tǒūde 
the same   ,                              tóng yàng, yí yàng 
different  ,                          bù tóng , bù yí yàng 
old                                               lǚo 
new                                                xān 
a lot                                           xē  duō 
a few                                           y  di n 
enough                                           zú gòu 
too much                                           tài duō 
how many?    ?                              duō shǚo? 
fast/slow                           kuài/ màn 
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* FOOD * 

food                                         shí wu  

eat   /                                      chā fàn  / chā   

where can I eat?                              nǚ li kī  y  chāūfàn   

water                                                shu  

drinking water                                                y ng yòng shu  

mini-market                                            chǒo shì  

market                                             sh  ch ng 

restaurant                                             c n gu n 

bread                                             miàn bǒo  

meat                                                      ròu 

fruit                                                  shu  gu  

vegetable                                              shǎ cài 

salt                                                       yán 

sugar                                                       táng 

soup                                                       tǒng 

tea                                                       chá 

coffee                                                   kǒ fōi 

milk                                              niu n i  

juice                                                  gu  zh  

rice                                              m  f n 

                              * COMMUNICATION * 
Internet hǎ  liàn wǚng 
Internet cafe  wǚng bǒ 
telephone                                             diàn huà 
mobile phone  shǒujā 
sim card                                           SIM kǚ 

phone card                                          diàn huà kǚ 
post office                                                        yóu jú 

 


